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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



r-l This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or ^f^^ ]£J 
□ amended and are the basis for this report ancl/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 

n O P riorit y 

m Q Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



IV □ 
V 

VI □ 
vn □ 
vni I I 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|^| the international application as originally filed 
[ | the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| | the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



m9 filed with the letter of 



| | the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages _ 

pages . 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority m the language m which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. . 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wmcn is 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preuminary exarnination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

4-D 



been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. _ _ 

LJ the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 referred to 
in thte report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 



Form PCT/EPEA/409 (Box I) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/JP 03/07174 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



1-12 



1-12 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2001-282944 A (Fujitsu General Limited), 12 
October 2001, entire text; all drawings 

Document 2: JP 10-124477 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 15 May 1998, 
entire text; all drawings 

Document 3: JP 2002-154085 A (Toyota Motor Corporation), 
28 May 2002, paragraph [0034] 



Claims 1 to 4, 11 and 12 
Document 1 

Document 1 sets forth a system wherein when the 
model name and symptoms are specified on a screen as shown 
in fig. 3, the presumed fault (cause) and location 
of /response to presumed fault (basis for diagnosis and 
measures to be taken) are displayed as shown in fig. 4. 
Paragraph [0038] indicates that if there are a plurality 
of responses, three examples from the highest ranking are 
displayed, for example, and paragraph [0031] indicates 
that the display position of symptoms and check items is 
arranged in order of priority according to frequency of 
occurrence of malfunctions. 

It would therefore be easy for a person skilled in 
the art to conceive of sorting according to priority such 
as frequency of occurrence if there were a plurality of 
possible presumed causes . 
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The interval at which goodness of fit is updated is 
merely a feature which could be determined as necessary by 
a person skilled in the art. 



Claims 5 to 9 
Documents 1 and 2 

Document 2 sets forth a system wherein with regard 
to conditions concerning fault investigations, the 
attribute which is being investigated with priority (cost, 
time, fault ratio, etc) is specified and display is 
arranged accordingly (fig. 7) . 

Claim 10 

Documents 1 to 3 

Document 3 (paragraph [0034] ) indicates that a 
series of procedures may also be displayed using moving 
images . 
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